


Program History

• 1954 – FIRST LAW ENACTED

– all persons <16 who did not previously have a 
hunting license

• 1965 – LAW MODIFIED 

– All persons <18 who did not previously have a 
hunting license

• 1970 – “Hunter Safety Training Law”

– all persons who have not formerly held a CA 
license





1950's 1960's 1970's 1980's 1990's 2000's 2010's

Licenses Sold 6019835 7113038 6331504 4819045 3486024 2975914 1973997
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2016 Hunter Casualties

• 14 total

– 3 fatal

– 11 non-fatal

• others
– ATV rollover, likely returning from a hunt - DUI

– Sat on handgun on back of ATV, self-inflicted wound

– Heart attack going to duck blind



Major Factors
of Casualty

• Victim mistaken for game – 4

• Victim covered by shooter swinging on game – 3

• Victim out of sight of shooter – 3

• Careless handling of firearm – 2

• Shooter stumbled and fell – 1

• Faulty equipment – 1



Victim mistaken for game

• 4 incidents; 3 fatal

– Deer hunting: shooter saw movement and heard 
noise 

– Squirrel hunting: shooter shot at movement

– Pig hunting: after dark, shooter shot at what he 
believed was a pig coming from behind a bush

– Squirrel hunting: victim was laying on ground, hair 
was in ponytail



Victim covered by shooter 
swinging on game

• 3 incidents

– 2 Dove hunting

– 1 Pheasant hunting

Zone-of-Fire Issues 



Victim out of sight of shooter

• 3 incidents

– 2 dove hunting

– 1 quail hunting

All involved brushy areas

Quail hunter had blaze orange vest



Careless handling of firearm

• 2 incidents

– Dropped gun while retrieving a duck

– Changing choke tube with gun loaded



Shooter stumbled and fell

• 1 incident

– Squirrel hunting; slipped, fell on back, and shot in 
foot



Faulty equipment

• 1 incident

potential malfunction – bent carrier and 
missing bolt handle



Hunter Education Statistics



Gender



Numbers reported to USFWS

2013 / 2014 2014 / 2015 2015 / 2016 2016 / 2017

Number of Persons trained (Includes passed 
or failed)

33514 34895 36171 22808

Hunter Education Classes 3428 3379 3089 1966

Volunteers 1041 1012 1048 940

Volunteer hours 25815 27326 27254 20492

Volunteer Dollars 1256409 944681




















